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Paris Is Strangely Shelled b

Hope of
Victory
Lies in
America

The Fate of Human Rights
Depends on How Swiftly
She Can Make Her
Strength Effective Against
An Enemy Who Now Is
Winning

How the Germans Have Antici-
pated This Country’s Widely |
Over - Advertised  Aircraft
Programme—TFrance Begin-
nng to Understand Her|
American ‘“‘Associate” —The |
Ordeal Yet to Come

By Caspar Whitney |
| s secial Correspondent of The New

York Tribunc in Europe '

(Copyright. 1018, by The Tribuna Association)
Paris, March 20.

IRST I shall try to give you a

F fecling of the will and spirit|

of France.

The will is articulated by Premier
(lemencesu in the immemorial worda: i
“We shall carry it on to ‘

the la:t quarter of an hour. |
We ae going to win in ‘

i

that last quarter of an
hour.” :
The spirit iz to see and to feel. I{:

sensed 1t in the recent night raids upon |
Faris by the Boche aeroplanes.
Three Sons

During the raid of Friday night, |
while T stood in a darkened ntreet|
under a porte cochere, thie concierge|
whose peace sentiments I sounded Te- |
plied: “Monsieur, I have three sons at;
the front, and T would rather losc them |
3il tham t 2 have peace now, which would |
be & Ger 1an peace and mean only that?
we shou, . have this terrible time over|
il 5 1e day.”

Wew e finishing dinner when Maon-

fays * lers came, and as the guns

bfin mine host remarked: “The kind

Biehe will furnish the dessert.”

At least one theatre having ita own |
|| lghting eystem (for all public light-

‘g is shut of after the alarm which:

Prsages aerial bombardment) carried

®it its programme to the end during |
To my personal lmowledgc'
[ %lors have sometimes waited for a|

bomb to crash to get their lines before |

the footlights, and not half a dozen of

tk= sudience left before the conclusion

of the performance, Such is the spirit |
! France among the people. Among
tae poilus it is magnificent, as the
¥orld well knows.

As in London, the effect of these at-
“eks is to decpen the loathing—if that
™ possible-—for the Hun, to
strengthen a grim determination to
Beat him, '

Americans In

Next I yhall try to give you a sense
# the situation as it looks from the
{ Pewpoint of American participation.

Our boys over here are all right.

They will do their part,

They will “carry on.

and

Already they are making good with
Beh opportunities an they gel.

Sen that you at horne back them up,
Sﬂ'thmg in mmore
'Mbleh.-,g th

important now than

it promised  aeroplane

v Which Jags behind, while CGer-
By, aceepting our imposxibly large |
L Unhappily, widely advertized lJro-i
Sramme, haz mpeeded h
etion t5 g 141

Yith ‘plap es

er setual pro- |
¥ formidable extent, |
carrying twin motors of |
horsepower each,

We Kave Germany the tip,

I and it re
Mking 15 e reen if we

ahall make gonod
thia tremmrlr.uzly irpartan
eat of fighting.
U hesrts are na
* nli';\rqm at

PV

todepart

sz |
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| rules,
| creased to 25 per cent the quantity

| necessity.”

| bakers’

| than cereal breads baked in the house-|

| reduee the volume of ‘Vietory' hread

| wupplement the voluntary cotperation

R"
duration of the war.

German Socialists at hicart a

VOLUTION in Germany is “vcerboten” for the

It is therefore impossible.
re monarchists. Read TWm.

C. Drcher's article on page 11.

I-—lc_)ov-; Aské
Use of Wheat |
Be Cut in Half

Called |
“Military Necessity''; Farm-
ers Warned Not to Hoard

New Regulations

[Staff Correspondence]
WASHINGTON, March 22— Herbert
C. Hoover to-day asked the American
people to reduce their wheat flour con-
sumption 50 per cent until the next|
harvest, in order that an available sur-
plus may be created to meet the de- |
mands of our army and the peoples of |
Allied countries. In addition to the |
more stringent voluntary conservation
the food administration

1=

of substitutes to he used in commer-
cial baking operations,

The revised wheat flour regulations
issued to-day were characterized by
the food administration as “a military
They will veduce the
monthly consumotion of wheat flour in
the United States {from 42,000,000
buszhels to 21,000,000 bushels.

The food administration's statement
follows:

“If we are to furnish the Allies with
the necessary proportion of wheat to
maintain their war bread from now
until tne next harvest, and this is a|
military necessity, we must reduce our,
monthly consumption to 21,000,000
bushels a month, as against our normal
consumption of about 42,000,000 bush-
els, or 50 per cent of our normal con-
sumption. A )

“Reserving a margin ior distribution |
to the army and for special cases,
leaves for meneral consumption ap-|
proximately 11z pounds of wheat
products weekly per person. Many of
our consumers are dependent upon
bread. Such bread must be
durable and therefore requires a
larger propertion of wheat products

hold. Our army and navy require a
full allowance.
Sacrifices Required

“The well-to-do in our population
can make greater sacrifices in the con-
sumption of wheat products than ean
the poor. In addition, our population
in the agricultural distriets where the
other cereals are abundant, are more
skilled in the preparation of breards
from these other cereals than the
crowded ecity and industrial popula-
tions,

“With improved transportation con-
ditiona we now have available a sur-
plus of potatoes. We also have in the
spring months a surplus of milk, and
we have ample corn and oats for
human consumption. The drainn on rve
and barley as =ubstitutes has already
greatly exhausted the supnly of these
ETains.

“To effect the needed saving of
wheat, we are wholly dependent npon
the voluntary assistance of the Ameri-
can people and we ask thut the follow-.
ing rules shall be observed:

“Touseholders to usze not to exceed
a total ef 1% pounds per week of
wheat products per person. Thisg
means not more than 1% pounds of

| victory bread, containing the required

percentage of substitutes and one-half
pound of eooking flour—macaroni,
erackers, pastry, pies, cakes, wheat
breakfast coreals, all combined.
Restaurant Restrictions

“Public eating places und elubs to
ohzerve two wheatless davs per week,
Monday and Wednesday, us at present.
In addition therefore, not to serve to
any one guest at any one meal, an ap-
pregate  of  breadstuffs,  macaroni,
ernckers, pastry, pies, cakes, wheat
hreakfast cereals, containing a total of
more than two ounces of wheat flour,
No wheat products to be served unless
specially ordered. Public eating e
tublishments not to buy more than &ix
pounds of wheat products for cach
ninety meals gerved, thus conforming
with the limitations requested of the
householders.

YRetailers to sell not more than ane-

08-

| eighth of a barrel of Hour to any town

tustomer at any one time and not more |
than one-quarter of @ barrel to any
eountry customer at any one time, and

l'in no case to <ell wheat products with- |
lout the sale of an equal weight of other

cerenl s, |
“Wr ask the bapkers and grocers to

nold by delivery of the threc-gquarter
prund Toaf where one pound was qold
hefore, and corresponding proportions
in other weights, We also ask bakers

of

Lheir

not to inerease the amount
lwheat flour purchases heyond 70 per |
| eent af the average monthly amount

purchunied in the four months prier to
March 1.

“Manufacturers using wheat produets
for non-food purpozes ghould m-u:uli
#uch use entirely. [}

“There 1w no limit upon the use of |
ather coreal flours nnd meals, corn, bar-
ley, buckwheat, potate flour, ete,

“In nrder that we ghull he able to
muke Lhe wheat exports that are ahso-
lutely demanded of ug to maintain the |
eivil populetion and soldiers of the Al-
lies and our own aimy we propode to

of the publie by w further limitation of
diwtribution, snd wo chall place al onee
restrictions on distribution which will
be adjusted from Lime to Lime Lu secure
un nearly equitehble digtribution as pos-
#ible. With the arrival of harvest we
should be uble to relux such restrie-
tions; until then we wek for the neces-
nury patience, sscrifico and cotperation
ol the distributing tredes.”
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Trans-siberian

| Mahometans

|t Russin, Vigeount Uehide, Lo ful

Railway Held
By Germans

Capture of Irkutsk by War
Prisoners Gives Them
Control

- |
By Adachi Kinnosuke |
Caontrol of the Transsiberian Ruil-
way is in German hands. That is the
meaning of the news that German war
prisoners in Siberia—80,000 of them,
orpanized inte two divisions of 40,000
such—have captured the city of Ir-
kutsk. The official report of this in-
cident has reached the Ministry of)
Foreign Affairs at Tokio, according to
a cable report dated March 23,
Irkutsk, capital of the provinee of
the same name, stands on the River
Angara, The province of Irkutsk con-
tains within it what is reputed to Le
the richest gold field in all Siberia,
About seventy miles from the eity
there is a coal mine at which a large
number of the war prisoners of the!
Central FPowers were being employed. |
According to The Associated Press
Peking dispateh of February 1, last,
the mine was wrecked by the radieal |
Reds and the damage caused thereby!
was eatimated at 10,000,000 rubles.
This eity, founded in 1651 by a hand-
ful of adventuyous Cossacks and which
nolds to-day its 130,000 inhabitants
within a few square miles of its|
crowded avea, stands in the heart of |

Siberia. It is 1.800 miles from the
Urals and 1,640 miles west of Vladi- |
voztok. .

On Main Line of Siberian Railway. |

The commerce of the East—of the|
Pacitie provinees, the valley of the Lena |
and of Manchuria—must pass through
it. Also the commerce of the Wm:'tl
east-bound to the Far East must pass
through 1t. It iz directly on the main
line of the Siberian Hailway.

The Belsheviki, bripands, ex-con-|
viets, all made for the city as soon as |
the Kerensky government at Petroprad
iell, Fire started in the eity on De-
cember 23, 1917. On the last day of |
the wear it was still burning, aceording |
to the report publizshed in the “Hoehi” |
of Tokio, The streets were heaped |
high with murdercd men at that time, |
according to the same report. |

The taking of Irkut=k may mean that
the Kaiser 13 about to set aflame the
imagination of the Moslem world,
number 68,000,000 in
India, 200,000,000 in China and 20,000,-
400 in Turkestan and the Steppes.

This wceupation of Irkutsk by the
German army means that Germany has
practieally written the preface to the
story of the German entrance into In-
dia through her northern frontier,

Japan, or any other power, can not
distodie a Teutonic army of R0,000 men |
at Irkutek and rush on 1800 miles tol
the Trals in nn time, |

German Officers Lead Rioters.

The Bolshevik rioters, looting Reds)
and army brigands and outliws in
Siberia ull find the Teutonie occupation |
exceedingly satisfactory to them —in-|
deed, according to the recent cabled re- |

| portg from Tokio, they seem to be serv- |

ing actually under German officers and
jnining forces with the Tl'thfilﬂi'_' forees
in Siberia.

Moreover, once the Teutonic war
nrisoners take over the control of 1h_ni
Siberian line weat of Irkutsk it is

,utterly unreasonable to assume that |

the foree at Irkut=k will not he re.!
enforeed hy at least 100,000 additional |
war prisoners of the Central Powers |
who are known to be in Lhe compara- |
tively convenient neighborhood of Ir-
kutsk, To dislodge the foree of 180.- |
00 or 200,000 Germans  at Irkutsk |
is a piece of work that will eall for |
the mobilization of half a million men

of the Japanese army l‘Fpr'c'_iaHy if the |
Teutonie army ig in position to get |
additions] armed assistance from Eu-

rope to stop the onset of the Japinese
along the vatlway line,

Fven il Japan the only power |
which estn do anything effcetive over |

there — wern Lo receive all the hearty
| eogperation of the United States in |
this wvital enterprige, whal aboul the |

time that she will have to take in ordor
to make hier power felt along the Sibe- |
rign line clear to the Urals?

Germany Will Have Plenty of Time

Germany will Le able to eommand
all the time noeded for the nefavious
work of setting Asin on fire  in bring-
ing about the uprizing of the Mihom-
ptan world and earry ontl the threat
of hreaking up the British Empite by
forcing the northern frontier of India.

Japun bas ordercd her Ambassador
hack
a5 far o oas Iiarbin.  And according to
the eabled dispatch from Tokio to Bl
Japanese paper in San Franeiseo, the
ambassndor and his suite have, after
innumerable narrow escapes, auccecd-
ed in passing through the town of
Manchuli on the Stherian border into
Manchuria a fow days apo,

The reported occupntion of Trkutsk
by the German foree W_ﬂ!!llillh‘ Lhiy ne-
tion of Jopun in ordering her ambag-
sador oul of Furopean Russin out of
pven Siberin, Jupan iz belter inforned
whout the Siberinn eonditions and witu-
pations than almost any other power |
intercated und must have realized the |
dunger which wag threatening her am-
bassador,

T e et

WHITE Bt B KPRIN
Tha Greenhrior, Huropean plah,
curktlve watorn, IN. X, UMlee,
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| & eannon was being used was the Tegu-

| every twenty minutes,

| ministeation's

Heavy Firing
Follows Aero
Raid on Paris

.Guns Located 74 Miles

Away, Is One Report
From France

Rifled Shells
Puzzle Experts :

Attack the First Dau.:.rligl'ﬂ;i
Air Raid on French
Capital

The bombardment of Paris by a Ger- |
man long-range gun an incredible
distance away suddenly developed |
yvesterday as the preatest mystery
of the war.

The first news came in a brief dis-
patch from Paris shortly after 1
o'clock yesterday carrying an offi-
cial statement that Paris had been
bombarded by the Germans. As
the shortest distance from the Gez-
man front to the ¥French capital 18
about sixty-two miles—over twica
as far as the greatest gun range
ever known before—the statement
was received here with amazement
and in Washington with skepti-
cism.

Later dispatehes stated that the mis-
siles were 9-inch shells, rifled
by propulsion frone a e¢annon.
Cabled details of the daylight air
raids over Paris yesterday sug-
gested that the shells might have
been shot from cannon mounted on
giant airplanes flying across the
city at regular intervals. Addi-
tions to the news of the air raids,
however, made it elear that the
long-range bombardment was con-
tinuing simultaneously.

Finally, to intensify the mystery, a
dispateh was received from Paris
late last night affirming that the
astonishing German pun had been
located 7435 miles from the city
and about a dozen miles bhevond
the TFPrench battlefront. i

Guns 74 1-2 Miles
Away, the Latest

Report in Paris|
PARIS, March 23.—According tc |

afternoon was firing from a

mately 7414 miles) and wasg located

ahout twelve kilometres behind thnl
French front.

— |

PARIS, March 23—The first daylight |

air raid on Paris came to-day, which

was one of perfeet sunshine. The pao-|

ple of Paris refused to immure them-|

selves in cellars and other subtur|
ranean shelters, and, alithough the sgb- |
way stations were crowded, the strests |
always hed a great number of people |
in them watehing for an aerial battle !
or some other stireing inecident.

Ax the day passed and the “all elaar™
signal was not given, the feeling grew
that semething new in the way of a
rald was expected, and this was not
explained until an  official stulement
was issued, saying that the delay was
due to the hombardment by long-dis-
timce cannon.

The “all clear” was then soonded,
and the normal life was resumed, The |
cable office reopened teo take up ac-
cumuiated piles of dispatches.

Pieecds of the shells, on examina-
tinn, were found to hear rifling marks,
which proved that they had not been
dropped, but had been fired from &

gun.  This sppavently left a greater
mystery than oever as to where the
gun  in  question was  located, the

nature of it and by what method it
was being operated.

Another thing which turned the
thoughts of the officiala at the munici-
pal luboratory to the possibility that

lirity with which tne bombs fell, one|

After the aerial battle most of those
who had taken refuge in collnes, hear-
i no gound after half an hour's stay,
cume oul and remained in the streets
ahbout their doors, wondering at the
prolongation of the raid, which gen-
vrully does not exeeed threg hours,

Children Marched to Shelter

Schoel children were marched to
shelters which hud previously been al-
lotted them, Many restaurants were
closed, bul larpe stores, which had
just finished arranging their windows,
lowerod their shutters and sent their
cmployes into the eellars,

Piris wore nn aspect recalling the
carly days of the war, in 1014, Tele-
phone girls remained "ul their posts,
very few taking advantage of the ad-
permisgion to scek ref-
uge if they wished, Tramways and
uulo ‘huses stopped on the streots
and the conductors and ticket collec-
tors sought the ncarest shelter. The

Continued on Next Page
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Seate of Miles

The heavy line showa the front whe
as “northeast of Bapaume, Peronne and Ha

near Ham and to have taken this will
stuted,

To the north the British line Saturda
and Havrincourt in the direction of Roisel.

back conformably to the retirement
hands several times.

age.

T
further s

n the offensive began, the broken line the new front defined by Berlin
m.” The Germans also seem to have crossed the Somme River and eanal
Further south forces crossed the Crozat Canal and pushed west, Berlin

¥y morning ran roughly through St. Leger, Morchies, Beaumetz, Hermies
he troops on the northern half of the battlofront were obliged to fall
outh. A most obstinate str_us_gle took place at Mory, whi

TR

changed

Foe Launches

American Line

Dive Final

Press Declares

apital, on

C

|GasAttacl{ on FEffort, German ;Edge, Watches

' Tide of Battle

25,000 Men,
400 Cannon

“Considerable Part of the
British Army Beaten,”
Says Berlin

Advance in Masses,
Ignoring Losses

Kaiser and Hindenburg Di-
recting Drive From

Spa, Belgium

A retreat by the British armies to
the Somme appears to be in prog-
ress over a large part of the front
attacked by the Germans. Lon-
don last night was non-committal,
except to report tremendous ficht-

ing and withdrawals in some
sectors,.
Berlin declares that the Kaiser's

troops are drawing near Bapaume
and Peronne and ave advancing

everywhere from south of the
Searpe to below La Fere.
Berlin officially announced yester
day that 25,000 prisoners, 400

guns and 300 machine guns had
been taken.

Field Marshal Haig reported his de
fensive positions had been pierced
west of St. Quentin, but the BRrit-
ish were falling back in good arder
to prepared positions in the rear.

Haig in his second statement yoster-
day evening said the Brititsh were
heavily engaged with the enemy
in new positions south and west
of St. Quentin. Further north, he
said, the enemy had attacked with
the “utmost determination and re-
gardless of losses,” but the British
had maintained their positions on
the greater part of this front.

Town Northwest of Toul Kaiser Will Win If He Holds Anxiety Apparent as Break ' The enemy séems to have gained

Is Bombarded at
Night

iDy The Assoctated Press)
WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN
FRANCE, March 23—The American

| the latest veports the long distance | guns retaliated heavily against the
{ eannon which bombarded Paris this| Germans, who again last night dropped I

lines. There was no wind and the gas
remained for hours. The American
artillery work was very accurate,

The Germans launched a lieavy gas
attack apgainst a certain town in our
lines northwest of Toul last night. No
wind was blowing, and the fumes of
mustard gas from the shells hung low
over the lines for several hours. The
batteries firing the shells were located
to the right of Richecourt, and our ar-
tillery was busy all morning with & re-
taliatory shelling.

The town shelled in the gas attack
contained 4 certain number of Ameri-
cans, Uur arctillery to-day dropped a
number of large shells into Joli Wood,
and after firing a few minutes made
direet hits cn the target, causing a
tremendous explosion, )
dense columns of smoke as a big
enemy munitions dump blew up. The
first ecxplosion was followed by two
others less severe. Our shells also
made direct hits in the enemy's first
and third line trenches.

The Germans again have received an

| example of the accuracy of the fire of

our A7-millimetre guns. An enemy
machine gun emplacement which huas
been annoying the Americans for the
Inst two days wns located, and then
the battery of “little fellows,” as they
are known along the front, get into
action, firing rapidly. They made a
number of direet hits and put the em-
placement gun’s crew out of commis-
sion,

These small gunz, which are abou!
the siza of a one-pounder, are casily
moved from place to place even in the
trenches, They also made direet hits
on  the junction of ecommunication
trenches as men were passing aud intof
the entrance of the dugout which the
enemy were seen to enter and from
which smoke was issuing., None of
the enemy was scen to come out,

Intermittent artillery duels had been
in progress all to-day, both on our
Toul front and in the Luneville sector,
where American troops are in training.

Three of our patrols reached the
enemy's line early this morning, but
in the brilliant moonlight they were
discovered and were

fire,

Our infantry discovered one enemy
patrol inside our wire. These Ger-
mans were driven off and it is believed
they sulfered easualties.

There was incrensed aerial activity
to-duy. The weather was warm and
it was generally clear except for a haze
which obscured visibility above the
low ground. One machine with an
American observer at its gun emptied
a stream of bullets into & German air-
plane, which was observed descending
mpid[y, as though in trouble, behind
our lines.

followed by |

driven out by|
brisk machine gun and automatic riflo |

on a Short Time,
They Say

LONDON, March 23.—The Central

News says all sorts of details concern-
I ing the Western offensive are being |

sent out by German war correspond-
ents. One of them talks about 1,000,-

dis- | Tiexa than 600 IT-ILISI‘.I,\IT(I gas shells into : 000 yards of piping behind the front.
tance of 120 kilometres (approxi. |8 certain town within the American | Another says the number of airplanes |

[ has been increased tenfold, Accord-
| ing to still another, tanks, batteries
| for projecting poison gas and flames
|und other modern engines of war in
| great numbers are on the front,

Comment in the German press on
the new offensive, as summarized by
the Copenhagen correspondent of the
Exchange Telegraph Company, is te
the effect that the present battles are
the dinal and decisive exertion of
strength on the part of the German
people before peace comes. The news-
papers say Germany need hold on only
a short time, and that victory will be
obtained. Much attention is being
paid also to the Italian front,

The German newspapers reflect a
| feeling of confidence concerning the
present operations in the West, though
the seriousneas of the moment ia rec-
| ognized. according to the Duteh news
| agencies, says an Excnange Telegraph
| dispateh from Amsterdam. The Ger-
man newspapers insist that the mili-
tary and political leaders of the Cen-
| tral Powers have left nothing undone
| to spare their people “this” terrible
| blood bath.”

| Yankees Crawl a Mile
To Get a German

| By The Associated Press]

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY IN
FRANCE, March 23.—A patrol of
four Americans early this morning
cruwled nearly a mile, approached a
German listening post from the rear
and jumped on the German there,
throttling him before he had a chance
to make an outery.

They returned to their lines as
quieily as they went, bringing their
prisoner with them. He was put
through an examination by the intel-
ligence officers.

No Need for Alarm,
Smith-Durrian Says

LONDON, March 24—“Nothing we
have heard up to the present would
lead me to think that anything has
happened which could not have been
cxpected. There is no reason to come
to the conclusion that things are look-
ing bad,” General Sir Horace Lockwood
Smith-Durrien says in an interview
with “The Weekly Dispateh.”

RELIABLE LATEST WAR N
AFTERNOON, L dudilads
THH HVENING POST will publish a

special exirm this aftern th
latest war news.—Advt, R TEie ¢

- at St. Quentin Is
Reported

By C.W. Gilbert |
WASHINGTON, March 23.-—To-day
was a day of great anxiety in Wash- |
ington. Confidence is undiminished in |
the final outeome of Germany's mighty
effort, by which she hopes to defeat
{ the Allies before this country can ef-
fectively enter into the war. But the |
progress of the German drive is br:ingi
watched with concern. since the news:
of the break in the British line west
of S5t. Quentin became known, '
It i3 coming to be felt that this eoun-
try and the Allies must be prepared to
face & much bigger breach in thair po-
sitiong than they have experienced
since fighting settled down upon the
present general line in the West, Sev-
eral circumstances point to this. The |
number of prisoners and guns taken !
by the Germans, if their figures are:
true, and they gencerally have hbeen |
trustworthy in the past, is astonishing- |
Iy large. [
Statements from Berlin this after- |
noen put the number of prisoners at|
25,000 and guns taken at 400. In the|
last great German offensive, that at!
Verdun, the Germans only claimed 18,- |
1["]0 prisoners after ten days fighting

| and less than 100 guns. In the big
| British offensive  that at Cambria in
| November, the Bnitish took only

in a week's

about 10,000 prisoners
ese:r

fighting, though probably moest of th
f were taken in the first rush,

| St. Quentin Breach |
[ Cause for Worry i

| _Annther cause of anxiety lies in tha!
| breaches effected in the British lines. |
! West of St. Quentin the breach seems |
| 'to be deep, for the taking of the Brit-
| ish defensive positions is spoken of in !
| the official dispatches, Again a Ber-|
| lin dispatch speaks of effecting a|
crossing of the River Oize, twelve!
miles south of St. Quentin. Apparent- |
ly a whole stretch of front, running |
from severdl miles north and west of |
St. Quentin and twelve miles south of |
it, perhaps twenty miles in extent, is
endangered. And a considerable break
here will imperil the French positions
adjoining on the south of La Fere,

It was a conzidgration of these facts
that kept Washington anxiously wai'r—|
ing for newa from the West front and |
maae the capital feel as it never 1ms|
before how deeply this country is in- |
volved with the fate of the English |
and French soldiers who are trying to |
stave off Germany's most massjve et‘-|
fort of the whole war,

Senators  and Representatives ]e.ft]
the floor of the Capitol to telephone
to the executive departments and to
the news associations asking the latest

Continued on Page 3
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about twelve miles from the for-
mer front at the point of maxi-
mum penetration.

The German official statement put
the present line “northeast of
Bapaume, Peronne and Ham.” A
dispatch from British headquar-
ters said the Germans had crossed
the Somme Canal in the wvicinity
of Ham and assaulted the British
intrenched on the other side, Cax-
alry was seen riding in the rear
of the German infantry.

The German success was won at an
enormous cost, all dispatches from
the front agree. British artillery
and machine pguns fired almost
point blank into dense masses of
infantry.

Iondoners climbed to the housetops
to-night and distinctly heard the
throbbing of the unprecedented
bombardment.

¥From Bapaume to Ham, given by
the Germans as the limits of their
new front, is a stretch of about
twenty-eight miles in a direct
line. Ham seems to have heen
captured.

The drive is nominally directed by
the Kaiser himself. The two di-
rect subordinate leaders are the
German Crown  Prince and
Crown Prince Rupprecht of Ba-
varia.

Hills Gray With
Dead as Germans

Attack in Open
By William Philip Simms

[United Pregs EStaff Correspondent)

WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES IV
THE FIELD, March 23— Fighting ia
ateadily growing in intensity as the
svorld’'s greatest battle develops.

All night, under the stars and bril
liant moon; all day, under the spring-
like sun, Hindenburg's legions hurled
themselves against the valiant British,
whose withdrawal continues in perfect
order, despite the most frenzied efforts
to break their line.

German and Bavarian sturmtruppen
(storm troops), sandwiched between
divisions of Prussian guurds and gren-
adiers, flung with Holenzollern fury
along roads and mcross open, sunlit
fields, regardless of |osses.

The slopes of the hiils, from Arras
to La Fere, are gray with dead.

Train Guns on Masses

Call after call was sent to the British
artillery to train all guns on the Ger-
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